Immunologic status of children after splenectomy.
Fifty-six splenectomized children were reexamined to verify their immune status and were compared with a control group. Except for Werlhof's disease, there was a significantly increased serum IgG level in splenectomized children, as compared with the control group, and diminished IgA and IgM levels. Susceptibility to postoperative infections is dependent on age and underlying disease. Generally, susceptibility cannot be predicted following splenectomy in the individual case.